
SASS Western Regional, Last Stand at Chimney Rock 
Territorial Governor (TG) Meeting 

October 8, 2009 
 

TGs Present 
TG Name SASS Number Club 
Adam Cartwright 50175 Plunge Creek, CA 
Allie Mo 25217 The Outlaws, CA 
Bighorn 1522 Buffalo Range Riders, NM 
Chickamauga Charlie 47963 West End Outlaws, CA 
El Lazo 13116 Chorro Valley Regulators, CA 

Pozo River Vigilance Committee, 
CA 

Hipshot 7 SASS 
J. W. Bass 14872 Escondido Banditos, CA 
Larsen E. Pettifogger 32933 Winter Range, AZ 
M. C. Ryder 16346 Robbers Roost Vigilantes, CA 
Rowdy Yates 141 Brimstone Pistoleros, CA 
Shenandoah 749 Two Rivers Posse, CA 
Snakebite 4072 Kings River Regulators, CA 
 
SASS 2009 TG Summit Agenda Discussion 
 
1. Should we adopt the circle-of-safety (CoS) concept for the drawing and 

holstering of handguns from all types of holsters? Holsters must still comply with 
the 30-degree-maximum-cant-from-vertical requirement and handgun muzzles 
must remain within the four-foot circle-of-safety while drawing and holstering. 
Please see pages 4-5 of the October 2009 Territorial Bulletin for a description of 
the concept. It can be found at the following Web page, 
http://sassnet.com/Downloads/tg/TGBulletin0909sm.pdf 
 

The circle has been changed from the originally-proposed limit of a six-foot-diameter 
circle to a four-foot-diameter circle, which is centered on the holster being used. The 
intent of the proposed rule is to describe a concept that will work uniformly for 
shooters wearing all types of holsters. 
 
Hipshot brought a visual aid, which was drawn on canvas and folks could stand on it 
to demonstrate the circle. 
 
2. Should we allow Bisley-Style Hammers to be combined non-Bisley-Style Grips 

and Bisley-Style Grips combined with non-Bisley-Style Hammers? 
 
Rowdy explained that this was originally not allowed due to the major internal 
modifications required to obtain the mixture. This would apply to many style 
revolvers, not only Rugers. 
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3. Should we allow the use of adjustable-sighted revolvers in all categories except 

Classic Cowboy and Black Powder Categories? This would allow them in the 
Duelist and Gunfighter categories. They are already legal in all age-based 
categories and B Western. 

 
4. Should we eliminate the minor safety penalty for overloading a RIFLE? This will 

do away with the double jeopardy penalty for overloading. Penalties for leaving 
rounds in the rifle would still apply. However, if a shooter over-loaded the rifle, 
they could clear within our rules and not be charged a penalty. (A potential 
problem could occur on a rifle reload stage, where all reloads must come from 
the body.) Note this only applies to a rifle and NOT to a revolver or shotgun. 

 
Currently, a shooter can get a penalty for loading too many and leaving it in the gun, 
which creates the “double jeopardy” situation (two penalties for one action). It was 
noted that we expect live ammo in the rifle on the line; we do not expect it at the 
unloading table. Therefore, if it is cleared before reaching the unloading table, we do 
not have an unsafe situation. 
 
5. Should we create the new sanctioned shooting category “Frontier Cartridge 

Gunfighter (FCGF)?” The category would follow the equipment and ammo 
guidelines of the current “Frontier Cartridge” category and follow the shooting-
style requirements of the current “Gunfighter” Category. 

 
In recent years both Frontier Cartridge (FC) and Gunfighter (GF) categories have 
become extremely popular across the country. Many clubs are offering FCGF at 
monthly and annual matches. For example, at the recent Oregon State match the 
shooters in BPGF (10) outnumbered the shooters in FC (6) and GF (7). 
 

Summit Discussion Items Proposed by the RO Committee 
 
1. Currently, if a Timer Operator (TO) gives faulty instructions to a shooter 

(improper coaching), the shooter may receive a reshoot or have the procedural 
penalty removed, depending on the situation. This has not been uniformly 
applied to safety violations. Should this ability to obtain a reshoot (concept of 
improper coaching) include situations involve safety infractions? For example, if a 
shooter cocks a handgun at the wrong position and the TO, unaware of the 
cocking, yells “move,” and the shooter moves with a cocked gun, is this grounds 
for a reshoot OR is it the shooters responsibility to know not move with a cocked 
gun, which is a Stage Disqualification? 

 
2. Currently, the “rules” (Shooters Handbook) state,  
 

• “Ammunition required for reloads during the course of any stage must be 
carried on the shooter’s person in a bandoleer, cartridge/shotshell belt loop, 
pouch, holster, or pocket or be safely staged as required by stage instructions. 
Rifle and revolver ammunition may not be carried in a shotshell loop.” 
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• “Failure to stage guns or ammunition at the designated position(s) or 
location(s) is the fault of the competitor and scored as a procedural unless the 
competitor is able to correct the situation, unassisted, while in the process of 
completing the stage under time.” 

 
The RO Committee has agreed on the application of those rules and penalties when 
a shooter acquires ammo from an unlisted source, such as the TO, counters… The 
penalty for using ‘illegally acquired’ ammunition will be a procedural. Any targets hit 
using that ammo will be scored as misses. Stage times will not be adjusted in any 
way. 
 
A shooter simply forgetting to bring shotgun ammo to the stage would only be 
scored as misses for unfired rounds. 
 
3. The RO Committee provided a reminder that the rule regarding “safe for 

movement” with the shotgun was changed to the same criteria as for a rifle. 
Hammer(s) down on empty chamber(s) or fired round(s) while moving is 
acceptable. To keep an empty in the closed action of a repeating shotgun and 
load two in the magazine while moving is also acceptable as there are only two 
live rounds in the gun. 

  
4. Movement from the loading table to the stage with a cocked and loaded firearm 

is a Stage DQ, even if there is no round under the hammer. 
 

Additional Items 
 
1. As State and Regional champions are often the same people, should we draw 

from all categories’ champions, instead of just the Overall Man and Woman, to 
determine who receives a free match admission to the next higher-level match. 

 
This may be decided by the SASS Board of Directors. 
 
2. We discussed the split of California into Northern California and Southern 

California for state match purposes. 
 
Shenandoah said that only 18 of the 46 clubs responded. Most, but not a 2/3 
majority of the 18, were in favor of the proposal. He said that the reason that he 
proposed the split where he did, with 5 Dogs and Chorro Valley in Southern 
California, was that it put 23 clubs in each half of the state. 


