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Preparation of this Document 
 
This document was prepared using my notes, the Summit Secretary’s notes, the ROC 
Committee Minutes, and the SASS booklets. 

Announcements and Opening Comments at the Summit 

TG Summit Information 
Over half of the TGs either attended or sent proxy votes. Hipshot announced that 329 clubs 
were represented. (This is at odds with the 309 in the voting results and I do not know 
why.) This was the 12th TG Summit and 9th Convention. 

Annual Matches 
Slip Noose is the person to contact if you have questions about annual matches. Annual 
match information should be sent to SASS as soon as your dates are set. On January 1st, 
applications for 2012 state matches will be available. Wild Bunch match applications can be 
obtained as well. You can reach Slip Noose at either of the following email addresses: 
slipnoose@sassnet.com sassclubs@sassnet.com 

Best Annual Match for 2010 
Our State Match, 5 Dogs Creek, won the Best Match Wooly Award. Bravo! It was well 
deserved. 

Club Affiliation Renewal 
Club affiliation renewal dates have been changed to coincide with the clubs’ insurance 
expiration date. When you renew your insurance, send in your affiliation renewal notice to 
SASS. 

Posse Marshals at EOT 
If you would like to be a Posse Marshall at the 30th EOT, please contact Hipshot using the 
following SASS Forum Webpage: 
http://www.sassnet.com/contact-us.php?SASSDepartment=Customer%20Service 

Range Operations Committee (ROC) 
The ROC has been pared down. It was a combination of the previous ROC and the 
Modifications Committee. Current members are Snakebite (chairman), PaleWolf Brunelle 
(SASS Wire Spokesman), Blackjack Zak, Rowdy Yates, Coyote Calhoun, Virgil Earp, Tex, 
and Hipshot. 

SASS Website Club Pages 
There is a new format on the Club Pages, which can be found at the following Website: 
http://www.sassnet.com/clubs/index.php 
 
You can now add more information about your club, like start and end times or a link to 
your local Website. 
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Wild Bunch (WB) 
 
Effective January 1, 2012, if you have a WB Side Match at your annual match, it must use 
SASS WB rules and guns or you must call it by another name. 
 
This is not intended to stop you from offering alternate categories or guns at a local monthly 
WB match. Rather, it is to promote consistent expectations at an annual match when the 
term WB is used. 
 
Some clubs are allowing people to shoot WB guns at SASS matches. It is expected that 
this is only an interim measure until WB grows into a separate shooting discipline or the 
shooters acquire SASS-legal guns. 
 
Texas Jack Morales, who is a member of the WB Committee, did not encourage using a 
variety of different automatic pistols due to the different ways that they are handled or 
cleared if there is a jam. 
 
Please see the section of the WB Rules Class for more information about WB. 
 

Summit Results 
 
To make a long story short, we voted yes on all four agenda items and only number four, 
allowing the Burgess Rifle in the B-Western Category passed. Although, several items had 
a majority in favor of them, changes require a 2/3 majority (66.67%) to pass. 
 
Again, this year, it seemed that everyone’s minds were made up before we started or 
modifications were not needed to make the items palatable. There was so little discussion 
that the TG meetings only took two days instead of the scheduled three days.  Following 
are the items, discussion and results. 
 

Item 1: Should we eliminate the 10-second minor safety penalty for overloading a 
RIFLE? 

 This would eliminate the double penalty for overloading a rifle at the loading table and 
then leaving the extra live round(s) in the gun. Penalties for leaving an unfired round 
would still apply unless it is cleared before firing the next gun.  

 It was asked whether the ROC made a recommendation on the item.  The ROC was in 
favor of this change.  

 It was asked whether a shooter could consistently load extra rounds in case a round 
was jacked out. According to our rules (with or without this change), “an ejected round 
must be reloaded from the shooter’s person or other area as required by stage 
description (not from the gun).”  

 Vote: For = 174, 57%    Against = 135, 43%    Abstain = 0  Failed 
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Item 2: Should the MSV penalty for leaving an EMPTY case/hull in a long gun be 
deleted? 

 An unfired round in the chamber would still be a Stage Disqualification and an unfired 
round anywhere else in the action or magazine would be a 10 second minor safety. This 
change would eliminate all penalties for EMPTY rounds in the chamber or action of long 
guns.  

 There was a motion to modify the wording to “all long guns will be staged open and safe 
at the end of a shooting string.” The motion failed as defining “safe” was too convoluted. 

 The concern was raised that SXS shooters would just set down the Side-by-Side (SXS) 
at the end of the string. This was rebutted by the comment that it is difficult to stop 
muscle memory from doing an action that may be necessary if two shells were loaded 
to get one target as is commonly done by SXS shooters. 

 It was emphasized that all long guns must still be left open when set down if this 
passes. 

 Vote:  For = 130, 42%    Against = 179, 58%    Abstain = 0  Failed 
 

Item 3: Should we create the new sanctioned shooting category “Frontier Cartridge 
Gunfighter”?? 

 The FCGF category would follow the firearm and ammunition guidelines of the Frontier 
Cartridge category and the shooting style and holster requirements of the Gunfighter 
category. 

 It was emphasized that all matches (including EOT) can add categories without them 
being official SASS categories. 

 Vote:  For = 194, 63%    Against = 115, 37%   Abstain = 0  Failed 
 

Item 4: Should the rifle regulations for B-Western be changed to allow the earliest 
rifle to be from 1880 instead of present 1884? 

 Allowed rifles would be any SASS–legal rifle of 1880 or later design or a replica thereof 
(i.e. Burgess, Lightning, 1892, 1894 Winchester or Marlin). 

 It was mentioned that we are the Single Action Shopping Society and some categories 
have different gun requirements by design (to encourage gun purchases). 

 Vote:   For = 278, 90%    Against = 30, 10%    Abstain = 0  Passed 
 

Discussion Items 

Should we allow multiple alias entries by the same individual at the SASS-
sanctioned (State +) level matches? 

 The TGs responded with an overwhelming NO! 
 This was originally brought up when an individual did this at a State Match, one alias got 

a match disqualification (MDQ), and the other alias was allowed to continue shooting. 
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Should we allow the Mares Leg handgun as a main match firearm? 

 The TGs responded with an overwhelming NO! 
 Someone joked that we could allow it if it was shot gunfighter style in the B-Western 

category. 

Should we restructure our categories? 

 Hipshot said that Coyote Calhoun informally proposed a matrix with the shooting styles, 
propellants, etc in the left column. The headings would be age groups, which could be 
collapsed into the younger group if a minimum number, as determined by the Match 
Director, was not met. 

 El Rod proposed that a committee of seven, to be appointed by the Wild Bunch, look 
into an overall restructuring. The Elder Katie said that there was already a Category 
Reorganization Committee that proposed the details when we went from Modern and 
Traditional (gun-sight style) to Cowboy and Wrangler (age-based). Hipshot agreed to let 
that committee continue and make a proposal for restructuring. The proposal would 
require a TG vote. 

 

RO Committee (ROC) Clarifications 

 “Action Open,” Definition 

 The ROC is working on a definition for the glossary. 
 It may say something to the effect that an “action is open when you can visually 

determine the existence of a round in the action.”  
 More work on this is needed due to the nature of the ’73 and Lightening rifles, as you 

can see a round with the action closed. 

Black Powder use in Smokeless Categories 

 When a shooter uses black powder in a smokeless category, the minimum standard is 
the same power factor and minimum velocity as for the smokeless shooter. 

 The smoke factor does not apply. 

Boots in Classic Cowboy and B-Western 

 Current text mentions that only non-grip enhancing soles are allowed. 
 Wording will be added that lug soles are not allowed. 

Break-Action Shotguns 

 The ROC stated that, according to current rules, the lever on a break-action shotgun 
may be bent or reprofiled. 

 Some TGs were concerned by excessive bends that they had observed. 
 The TGs determined and voted to accept the following wording for inclusion in the 

Shooters Handbook, “The top opening lever on a break-action shotgun may be bent 
laterally such that the outside of the lever does not exceed the frame (tang) with the 
action closed.” 

 The lever may not extended. 
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Clean Misses 

 In the Penalty Overview section of the ROI booklet, page 24, it states the following: “A 
‘miss’ is defined as the failure to hit the appropriate target type using the appropriate 
type firearm. Target placement should always allow a shooter the opportunity for a 
clean miss to be scored without argument. Overlapping targets of the same type should 
be avoided if at all possible and should not cause a Procedural ‘trap’ by making it 
difficult to determine the shooter’s intent when engaging the targets.” 

 There have discussions on the SASS Wire about distances to determine a clean miss. 
The ROC said to “use common sense and judgment.” 

Coaching and Team Shooting 

 Team shooting is when posse members repeatedly coach a shooter. 
 The Timer Operator (TO) is the official coach. 
 Spotters are expected to assist the TO with safety, hits, procedurals, round counts, 

knock-down targets, 
 If anyone other than the TO gives a bad command, a reshoot may not always be 

offered. This will be determined by the TO. A shooter may still, as under current rules, 
file an appeal. 

 If it is determined that the shooter gets a reshoot due to improper coaching by the TO or 
TO interference, the shooter must either take the reshoot or keep the procedural 
penalty as every shooter is expected to shoot the stage the same. 

Distance from Loading Table with Loaded Guns 

 A while ago someone on the SASS Wire asked “how far is too far” before the shooter 
earns a penalty. 

 This would also apply to a shooter who leaves the shooting line and heads to his/her 
gun cart instead of the unloading table. 

 The ROC said to use common sense. 

Ejected Rounds 

 The current rule states, “Unfired ejected rifle rounds may be reloaded.” This implies that 
the ejected round may be retrieved and reused. 

 This will be changed to, “Unfired ejected rifle rounds may be replaced.” 
 The intent is to coincide with the following rule: “The round must be replaced from the 

shooter’s person or other area as required by stage description, or if the round is not 
fired it is counted as a missed shot.” 

Loading Procedures versus Stage Instructions 

 A question was asked why loading too many rounds does not fall under the following 
rule: “Failure to adhere to loading and unloading procedures will result in a Stage 
Disqualification” (SDQ). 

 Clarification was provided. The number of rounds to load is a Stage Instruction (AKA 
scenario) and loading too many is specifically listed as a minor safety violation (MSV). 

 Loading Procedures are things such as the following: don’t walk away with loaded guns, 
no dry firing, no live round under the hammer… 

 We were reminded that if the shooter comes to the first stage of the day with empties in 
the pistol, it is a no call. If it is a subsequent stage, it is a SDQ on the previous stage. 
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Match Director (MD) Authority 

 The MD has discretionary powers and can overrule a call from the posse. 
 For example, if the TO improperly tells the shooter to move, which causes a safety 

infraction, the MD and only the MD may determine that the shooter may have a reshoot 
without carrying over the safety penalty.  

Range Officer (RO) versus Timer Operator (TO) 

 According to our rules, the following are Range Officers that may be used at a match: 
Match Director (MD), Range Master (RM), Posse Marshall (PM), Deputy PM, Timer 
Operator (TO), Expeditor, Score Keeper, Spotters, Loading/Unloading Table Officers 
(LTO and ULTO), and Stage Drivers/Stage Marshals/Berm Marshals. 

 In some instances in the rules the term RO is used when referring to the Timer 
Operator. This will be corrected to Timer Operator when that is the intent. 

Restarts 

 Restarts are often granted when a shooter fumbles before a shot has gone down range. 
 If it seems that the shooter is taking advantage of this to ensure a perfect start on 

multiple stages, the TO should discuss it with the shooter off the line. 
 Whether or not a restart is granted is up to the TO. 

RO Instructors 

 Currently ROIIs may teach the ROI class unassisted. Only ROIIIs (RO Instructors/Black 
Badge ROs) may teach ROII classes. 

 There are concerns that both ROIIs and ROIIIs do not keep current on rule changes and 
interpretations.  

 To increase consistency and currency, effective January 1, 2011, a ROIII must at least 
sit in when a ROII teaches the ROI class. This will ensure that the ROIIIs get frequent 
rule refreshers. 

 The ROIII must sign the class roster as an attendee. 
 ROIIIs must be certified by either a member of the Wild Bunch or the RO Committee. 
 It was acknowledged that there is a shortage of ROIIIs in some areas. ROIIs who are 

interested in becoming instructors should contact Hipshot. You may reach him using the 
following Website: 
http://www.sassnet.com/contact-us.php?SASSDepartment=Customer%20Service 

 A list of ROIIIs will be published on the SASS Website to assist clubs in organizing 
classes when their own club does not have one. 

Shotshell Slides 

 There has been confusion about whether a slide may be worn on a shotshell belt that 
already has loops. 

 One may be worn on the flat area of the belt, not over the loops. 

Sights 

 Laramie revolver rear sights may be changed to be considered fixed. 
 Wording about legal coloration for rifle sights will be inserted in the rules and will be 

consistent with the wording for pistol sights. 
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Streamlining the Rule Booklets 

 The RO Committee is working on streamlining the booklets by removing redundant 
materials. 

 It is possible that the Quick Reference Guide and Miss Flow Chart will be moved from 
the ROI Booklet to the Shooter’s Handbook. 

SXS Shotguns 

 In addition to extractors, springs added to assist extraction are illegal. 

Unenforced Rule Violations 

 We need consistent enforcement of SASS rules to be fair to all competitors. 
 If someone other than the Range Officers (Timer Operator, Counters, Loading Table 

Officer, Posse Marshal…) on a posse observes an unenforced infraction (this may be 
someone on the posse, another posse, or an observer), it is acceptable to politely 
mention it to the Posse Marshal. 

 The decision whether to make the call is still up to the PM. However, if the PM “has an 
attitude,” the issue should be taken to the Range Master or Match Director. 

 

New Business 

Failure to Engage (FTE)/Spirit of the Game (SOG) 

 Currently FTE and SOG are somewhat separated although the corresponding penalty is 
the same, thirty seconds. 

 One of the TGs said that folks are confused by the distinction, with FTE referring to non-
shooting activities. He recommended that the words Failure to Engage be dropped and 
the term Spirit of the Game be used for both types of actions. 

 A vote indicated that the TGs agreed. The ROC will work on the wording change. 

B-Western Clothing Options 

 The current rule states, “You must choose at least one or more of the following optional 
items: gloves or gauntlets, scarves with slides or tied around the neck, coat, vest, chaps 
or cuffs.” 

 Solomon Starr proposed that a Bolo tie be added to the list. 
 The TGs voted to accept his proposal. It will be added to the handbook. 


