
Hello Mike: 

  

Good to hear from you. I hope all is well. I am responding to your question about if or when the 

T.O. can overrule the Spotters.  As it happens the R.O. committee has discussed this topic. I 

understand that sometimes there are different interpretations as to just what the rules say. I will 

try to clear this up for you.   

  

As you know, the Posse Marshal is in charge of the posse. It is his/her responsibility to see to it 

that all R.O. positions are filled, including the T.O. position.  Whomever is appointed to the T.O. 

position becomes the Chief Range Officer and is in charge of the Firing Line. As such, the T.O. 

is the only person with the authority to report times, misses and penalties to the Scorekeeper.  

 

In the case of misses,  the T.O. will poll the Spotters and report misses that at least two Spotters 

agree upon. There may be the rare occasion when the T.O. sees a need to independently poll each 

Spotter about where the misses were.  Example. #1 say's "clean", #2 say's "rifle miss", #3 say's 

"Pistol miss".  Since there is not at least two in agreement, no misses would be recorded. 

Independent polling of the Spotters is not and should not become a common practice.  Other 

possible reasons for an independent polling of the Spotters might be in the case the T.O. sees an 

edge hit and would like to point it out for the Spotters consideration, or it could be in the case of 

a shooter's appeal.  The bottom line here is that when two Spotters agree upon a miss, the T.O. 

may not overrule them.  

  

In the case of penalties, the T.O. watches for them and also receives input from the Spotters. In 

most cases the T.O. will accept the Spotters input and report it. However, it should be noted that 

the Spotter's primary charge is to "Count misses".  A secondary spotting function is to assist the 

T.O. in watching for penalties.  In many instances the T.O. is in a better position to view the 

shooter's activities.   In all cases other than misses, the T.O. "...ultimately makes the 

decision." In other words..... the T.O. can overrule the spotters when it comes to penalties.  

 

It should be pointed out that if the shooter or an R.O. disagrees with the T.O.'s decision,  they my 

lodge a formal protest and go through the appeals process. It should also be pointed out that the 

Posse leader can replace ANY R.O. at any time.   

  

I hope that this has answered your question.  If I can be of any further assistance, please let me 

know.  

  

Snakebite 4767 

R.O. Committee 

 


